
TOWN OF HERNDON, VIRGINIA 
HISTORIC DISTRICT REVIEW BOARD PUBLIC HEARING AGENDA 

JULY 20, 2022 
HERNDON COUNCIL CHAMBERS BUILDING 

765 LYNN STREET 
7:00 P.M. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 

1. Roll Call 

2. Determination of Quorum 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

  

3. June 1, 2022, Work Session Draft Minutes 
 

4. June 15, 2022, Public Hearing Draft Minutes 
 
COMMENTS 
 

5. Comments from the Board Members 
 

6. Comments from the Staff Members 
 

7. Comments from the Audience 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 

8. APPLICATION FOR BUILDING ALTERATIONS, HDRB #22-004, to consider an 
application for alterations to an existing front porch at 765 Monroe Street, Herndon, Virginia, 
directly west of the intersection of Monroe Street and Madison Street, and further identified 
as Fairfax County Tax Map 0162 02 0265C. The property is zoned as R-10, Residential Single-
Family District, and consists of 12,344 total square feet of land. Owners/Applicants: David C. 
Steele and Lissette L. Steele. Continued from June 15, 2022, HDRB public hearing. 

 

9. APPLICATION FOR AN ALTERATION TO AN EXISTING STRUCTURE, HDRB 
#22-006, to consider an application for rooftop equipment screening located at 771 Elden 
Street, Herndon, Virginia, further identified as Fairfax County Tax Map numbers 0162 02 
0076, 0162 02 0077, and 0162 02 0078, and located approximately 125 feet east of the 
intersection of Elden Street and Center Street. This property is zoned as CC, Central 
Commercial District. Owner: Elden Market LLC. Applicant/Agent: Michael Wijdoogen, MW 
Architects.  

 
10. APPLICATION FOR DEMOLITION, HDRB #22-007, to consider an application for the 

removal of existing fencing pillars at 765 Monroe Street, Herndon, Virginia, directly west of 
the intersection of Monroe Street and Madison Street, and further identified as Fairfax County 
Tax Map 0162 02 0265C. The property is zoned as R-10, Residential Single-Family District, 
and consists of 12,344 total square feet of land. Owners/Applicants: David C. Steele and 
Lissette L. Steele. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 



 
 
 MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Chair Blaker-Glass and Members of the Historic District Review Board 
 
From: Tamsin Himes, Lead Planner / Design and Development  
  
Date: July 15, 2022 
 
Subject: HDRB #22-004, 765 Monroe Street, Herndon Virginia 
 
 
This staff memo is an update regarding the case HDRB #22-004 for alterations to an 
existing building at 765 Monroe Street. This case was continued by the Board at the Public 
Hearing on June 15, 2022.  
 
The applicants have provided additional information to staff within the email provided as 
Attachment #2 to this memo.  Note that within the email, the applicant includes details 
regarding costs.  While applicants may provide this information, it is not within the 
Board’s purview or authority to discuss cost considerations at the Board level. 
 
The applicants have also provided an image showing the balusters abutting each other, as 
requested by the Board (Attachment #3).   
 
Staff has no further analysis to provide for this case and the staff recommendation for 
approval, which has been re-dated and attached to this memo as Attachment #1, remains 
unchanged.    
 
 
 
Attachments: 

1. Draft Resolution  
2. Applicants’ email 
3. Baluster Image  



Attachment #1 

 

TOWN OF HERNDON, VIRGINIA 
HISTORIC DISTRICT REVIEW BOARD 

 
DRAFT RESOLUTION  

 
July 20, 2022 

 
Resolution- to approve HDRB #22-004, for alterations to a contributing 
single-family residence located at 765 Monroe Street, Fairfax County Tax 
Map Number 0162 02 0265C. 
 
WHEREAS,  the applicant has submitted an application for exterior alterations to the 

residence at the above referenced address; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the proposed alterations comply with the applicable zoning ordinance 

regulations as specified in the Town of Herndon Zoning Ordinance; and  
 
WHEREAS,  the Town of Herndon Historic District Review Board has determined that 

the proposed alterations and rear addition comply with the applicable 
Historic District Overlay Guidelines; and 

 
WHEREAS,  the Town of Herndon Historic District Review Board has reviewed this 

application and has held a duly advertised public hearing on July 20, 
2022. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic District Review Board of the 

Town of Herndon, Virginia, HEREBY: 
 
 Approves HDRB #22-004, for alterations to a structure located at 765 

Monroe Street in Herndon, VA in substantial conformance with the design 
as shown in case materials reviewed by the HDRB and in accordance with 
the following condition: 

 
1. The replacement porch flooring shall be smooth and untextured 

and that the replacement flooring shall match the existing in layout 
and construction. 

 
 





7/15/22, 11:34 AM Mail - Himes, Tamsin - Outlook
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7/15/22, 11:34 AM Mail - Himes, Tamsin - Outlook
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See you next Wednesday!

Thank you,

-David Steele
         X|X

Attachment #2



Attachment #3



 
 
 MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Chair Blaker-Glass and Members of the Historic District Review Board 
 
From: Tamsin Himes, Lead Planner / Design and Development  
  
Date: July 15, 2022 
 
Subject: HDRB #22-006, 771 Elden Street, Herndon Virginia 
 
 
This staff memo is an addendum to the staff report for HDRB #22-006 which was 
presented to the Board prior to the work session on July 6th, 2022.  
 
The proposed project is an alteration to the building at 771 Elden Street to screen rooftop 
equipment. At the work session, the applicant produced updated renderings of the 
proposed screening which included these changes:  

- The proposed screening structure has been centered to the front of the building. 
- The stepped design on the east and west elevations is leveled to one height across 

the length of the enclosure.   
- The color of the proposed screening has been changed. 

 
These changes addressed some concerns laid out by staff in the staff report. A concern 
that has not been addressed by the applicant is how the edges and capping of the screening 
walls are treated. The applicant has provided profile details of various aluminum fittings 
presumably proposed to be used to cap the wall and treat the outside corners.  That 
information does not effectively present the necessary visual descriptions of the proposed 
finished wall.  A close up drawing of a section of the screen wall showing the cap and 
corner trim in elevation or perspective would better help the understanding of the 
appearance.     Also, though not previously discussed how the seams are treated along the 
walls, assuming there are seams, should be understood and evaluated. However, the 
seams are treated, they should be located in symmetrical locations along each screen wall.   
 
Staff has additional concerns with the screening as presented in the latest renderings 
(Attachment #1).  

- Staff is concerned with the overall massing of the screening. Some of this massing 
is inevitable as the equipment is required by zoning to be screened. However, 
leveling the screening walls adds to the overall height of the enclosure, increasing 
the massing.  Options for managing the mass should be explored.  Given the need 
to meet the zoning ordinance however, it is likely that only cosmetic variations 
could be employed to help mitigate the mass, such as the color or the finish.  

- As mentioned above, the applicant has not addressed staff concerns with regard to 
the edge treatments of the enclosure. This is an important element of the design 



HDRB #22-006 – 771 Elden Street 
July 15, 2022 
Page 2 
 

 
777 Lynn Street, Herndon, VA 20170-4602 | herndon-va.gov 

 

which will dictate how finished or purposeful this element appears when 
completed. The applicant provided cutsheets for the type of proposed material but 
has not provided renderings showing how the edge finishes will look.  

- Staff believes it would be helpful to see perspective renderings from the front 
corners of the structure. These, along with the elevations provided, can help to give 
staff and the Board a more accurate understanding of the visual impact of the 
proposed structure.  

- The submitted renderings do not accurately depict the existing building with 
regard to color and some elements of design. For example, the canopy on the front 
façade is an intense bright royal blue, not light or understated as is illustrated in 
the renderings. The attached images show the accurate colors.  Also, the west and 
east facades are light blue and do not match the canopy. In a case where the 
purpose of a project is to minimize the visual obtrusiveness of an element, these 
inaccuracies prevent a complete understanding of the project. 

- The applicant specified at the work session that the new version of the screening is 
to match the canopy in color. Since the drawings do not accurately show the color 
of the canopy, they are not a reliable exhibit for presenting the visual impact of the 
screen wall.    Staff is concerned that a brighter and more vibrant color will visually 
call out the screening enclosure rather than decrease its visual presence. The 
brighter color combined with the mass of the screening would bring attention to 
the screening wall and divert design emphasis away from the building. Its more 
subdued colors and will clash with the blue hues used elsewhere on the building.   

 
Staff is recommending a continuation of this case so that the concerns mentioned in this 
memo can be addressed.  If the Board moves to an approval, staff recommends conditions 
that the applicant provide additional detail to staff for staff review and approval prior to 
issuance of the building permit, and that the screen wall be painted to match the color of 
the painted block walls, instead of the royal blue canopy.    
 
Attachments: 

1. Updated Drawings 
2. Edge treatment cut sheets 
3. Images  
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Historic District Review Board
HDRB #22-007
Public Hearing
July 20, 2022



Case Proposal

 To consider an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness for
demolition of four brick fencing pillars on the perimeter of the
property at 765 Monroe Street.

Case: HDRB #22-0072 July 20, 2022



S I T E  L O C A T I O N  - V I C I N I T Y  M A P
Map prepared by Town of Herndon Department of 

Community Development
Image source: Fairfax County JADE Map Application

3 Case: HDRB #22-007July 20, 2022



S I T E  L O C A T I O N  – S T R E E T  F A C I N G  V I E W

4 Case: HDRB #22-007July 20, 2022



Project
 Demolition of four brick fencing pillars on the perimeter

of the property at 765 Monroe Street.

5 Case: HDRB #22-007July 20, 2022



E X I S T I N G  P I L L A R S

6 Case: HDRB #22-007July 20, 2022



Staff Analysis
 Staff has found that the proposed alterations meet the

applicable standards and requirements of the Town of
Herndon Zoning Ordinance.

7 Case: HDRB #22-007July 20, 2022



Staff Analysis
 The proposed demolition generally meets the applicable

design guidelines for the Herndon Historic District
Overlay:
 Project does not alter the original, distinguishing qualities/

character the building
 project does not produce an effect that is inconsistent with the

original style of the building.
 Staff believe that the pillars were built after the period of

significance and are non-contributing elements of the property.
 Condition of element should be left to owners’ judgement

8 Case: HDRB #22-007July 20, 2022



Staff Recommendation

 Staff is recommending approval of HDRB #22-007
in accordance with the draft resolution.

9 Case: HDRB #22-007July 20, 2022



Historic District Review Board
HDRB #22-007
Public Hearing
July 20, 2022
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