TOWN OF HERNDON, VIRGINIA

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING AGENDA
SEPTEMBER 16, 2020
HERNDON COUNCIL CHAMBERS BUILDING
765 LYNN STREET
7:30 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER

1.
2.

Roll Call

Determination of Quorum

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

3.

4.

August 5, 2020 Work Session Draft Minutes

August 19, 2020 Public Hearing Draft Minutes

COMMENTS

5.

6.

Comments from the Board Members

Comments from the Staff Members

PUBLIC HEARINGS

7.

APPLICATION FOR A WALL OR WINDOW SIGN, ARB #20-018, to
consider an application to install a new business wall sign on the multi-tenant
commercial building located at 504 Elden Street, Herndon, Virginia, located at the
intersection of Elden Street and Grant Street, and further identified as Fairfax County
Tax Map 0162-02-0217. The property is zoned CS, Commercial Services, and consists
of 19,824 square feet of land. Owner/Applicant: Saba, LLC ¢/o M. Ashraf Imam,
Manager. Applicant’s Representative/Agent: Anthony Bashorun, Signarama.

APPLICATION FOR A FREESTANDING SIGN, ARB #20-019, to consider an
application to install a new freestanding sign on the commercial property located at
1051 Elden Street, Herndon, Virginia, located between the intersection of Elden
Street and Alabama Drive and the intersection of Elden Street and Sterling
Road/Locust Street, and further identified as Fairfax County Tax Map 0161-02-0023.
The property is zoned CS, Commercial Services, and consists of 33,408 square feet of
land. Owner/Applicant: Amed Investment LLC c/o Yusuf Mehmetoglu. Applicant’s
Representative/Agent: Anthony Bashorun, Signarama. Continued from the
August 19, 2020 ARB Public Hearing.

APPLICATION FOR A WALL OR WINDOW SIGN, ARB #20-020, to
consider an application to remove existing wall signs and install new business wall
signs on the single-tenant commercial building and minor alteration of existing
freestanding sign panel(s) located at 597 Elden Street, Herndon, Virginia, located at



the intersection of Elden Street and Van Buren Street, and further identified as
Fairfax County Tax Map 0162-02-0202A. The property is zoned CS, Commercial
Services, and consists of 54,720 square feet of land. Owner/Applicant: Sunoco, LLC,
successor by merger to Southside Oil, LLC c/o Steven Jones, Sunoco Business
Development Manager. Applicant’s Representative/Agent: Gary Brent, MG Permits.

ADJOURNMENT




Herndon

VIRGINIA

MEMORANDUM

To: Chair Walker & Members of the Architectural Review Board

From: Chris.to.pher J. Garcia, AICP, Community Design Planner/Deputy Zoning QZ@;
Administrator '

Date: September 11, 2020

Subject: September 2020 ARB Public Hearing Case Update, ARB #20-018, 504 Elden
Street

This memo serves as an update for the referenced ARB case discussed at the September
2, 2020 ARB Work Session and scheduled for the September 16, 2020 Public Hearing .

As stated in the previous staff report for ARB #20-018, staff found that the proposed sign
was to be constructed of inappropriate plastic materials that are significantly different
than existing metal channel letter signs previously approved by the Board on this
building. In addition, staff noted that the original configuration of two new lines of
signage text was not appropriate and that the applicant and Board should consider one of
line of text. Staff also offered another alternative to reposition both an existing sign and
the proposed sign to be in line vertically and spaced evenly across the top portion of the
facade. This reconfiguration would more clearly indicate two separate business signs.

The applicant has submitted a revised sign design that illustrates a new sign configuration
into one line of text made of 12” formed plastic letters and centered beneath the existing
dental office sign (Attachment #1). The new sign would be larger at 15 square feet of sign
area, and still would comply with the allowable sign area on this portion of the building
in accordance with the Town’s Zoning Ordinance, Section 78-141.4. - Sign standards for
commercial districts, Table 141.4(a). Staff has not been provided any new information
about the key materials design issues detailed in the original staff report. Staff’s main
concerns related to the materials selection and samples provided is that the rounded
glossy finish of the proposed materials is significantly different than 5” deep channel letter
currently on the building. Staff finds that even shallow metal letters will have a more
appropriate texture and finish than the plastic formed letters (Figure 1).

Figure 1 Side by side comparison of a
metal formed letter (left) and
proposed plastic formed letter (right)
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The proposed sign does not comply with the applicable design criteria within the Town’s
Architectural Control District as specified in Section 58-96 of the Town Code of
Ordinances, as noted in the original staff report. Staff finds that the proposed wall sign
will not be consistent with previous sign approvals for the existing signs and will detract
from the architecture of the building due to the lower quality sign materials proposed.
Board may discuss using higher quality materials, such as a metal material, and the depth
letter forms to be more in keeping existing signage patterns, however staff has not
received any updates indicating an intent to change in the proposed sign materials.

Staff is recommending denial of ARB #20-018 due to use of inappropriate
sign materials of the proposed wall sign.

Should the applicant be amenable to and be attentive to addressing the sign materials
issue noted in the original staff report, staff could support a continuance not later than
the October 21, 2020 ARB Public Hearing.

Attachment:

1) 504 Elden Street Revised Sign Design

777 Lynn Street, Herndon, VA 20170-4602 | herndon-va.gov



316 Victory DriveHerndon VA 20170 | Phone: 703-481-8858 | Fax: 703-481-9044 | www.signarama-herndon.com

&7 Signarama CONCEPT ART

Dimensional Letters V2.fs 8/27/2020

File Name Date

180.82 in

# | iCORE IV THERAPY

lllllll\l

l““ \ll-\ =~

Quantity: 1

Formed Plastic Dimensional Letters
Non-llluminated

Size: 12'H, 1" Depth

Flat Face

PMS Colors TBD

Flush stud mount

Approval states that contents of this proof are correct and the responsibility of the client

Due %o limitations in the printing process Please review Art for accuracy in:
the colors shown may not reflect actual colors . .

Color may vary slightly. If exact color match is required please contact SAR representative. Dl m en SIO n L l_ayout

This Document and the information contained may not be reproduced without the express written .

permission of Sign-A-Rama. Unauthorized copying, déclosure or use are prohibised by the copyright law. Spe“ Il‘lg = COlOl‘

Approval Signature:



Herndon

VIRGINIA

MEMORANDUM

To: Chair Walker & Members of the Architectural Review Board

From:  Christopher J. Garcia, AICP, Community Design Planner/Deputy Zoning Ql/@y
Administrator &

Date: September 11, 2020

Subject: September 2020 ARB Public Hearing Case Update, ARB #20-019, 1051 Elden
Street

This memo serves as an update for the referenced ARB case discussed at the September
2, 2020 ARB Work Session and scheduled for the September 16, 2020 Public Hearing.

As stated in the previous staff memos for ARB #20-019, staff found that the sign did not
meet the requirements of the Town’s zoning ordinance and the issues included zoning
compliance related to the location of the sign and required landscaping around it. Other
design issues noted by staff continued to be inappropriate sign base materials and
assembly. The Board and applicant discussed design revisions and provision of examples
of finished products using the applicant’s proposed sign base design. Before the August
public hearing, the applicant provided revised submission materials but did not provide
examples of the proposed sign base that have been applied at other locations locally, as
agreed at the work session. In addition, the sign base materials issues remained and were
not addressed.

Due to the sign features that are not compliant with the Towns’ zoning ordinance
identified in the revised submission materials, the Board may not act upon this case with
an approval until zoning compliance is achieved. In addition, staff has not been provided
any new information regarding zoning compliance and the key design issues detailed in
the original staff report and subsequent staff memos.

Staff is recommending denial of ARB #20-019 due to zoning non-compliance
and due to use of inappropriate design materials of the freestanding sign
base that are not compatible with the unique architecture of the existing
commercial structure on this site.

Should the applicant be amenable to and be attentive to addressing the zoning issues and
sign base design issues noted in previous staff memos and the original staff report, staff
could support a continuance not later than the October 21, 2020 ARB Public Hearing.
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VIRGINIA

MEMORANDUM

To:

From:

Date:

Chair Walker & Members of the Architectural Review Board

Christopher J. Garcia, AICP, Community Design Planner/Deputy Zoning QJ'/@;
Administrator &

September 11, 2020

Subject: September 2020 ARB Public Hearing Case Update, ARB #20-020, 597 Elden

Street

This memo serves as an update for the above referenced ARB case discussed at the
September 2, 2020 ARB Work Session and scheduled for the September 16, 2020 Public
Hearing.

As stated in the staff report for ARB #20-020, the submission did not meet the
requirements of the Town’s zoning ordinance. Also, there some of the sign information
was unclear and staff expressed concerns regarding the design.

Since the September 2, 2020 ARB Work Session and in response to the staff report, the
applicant has provided the following updated information:

1)

2)

3)

Drawings showing a revised wall sign on the north facade facing Elden Street using
“A” and swoosh symbol and the “Plus” text made of channel letters and forms. The
channel letters and are forms would have 5” deep aluminum returns with colors
corresponding colors to each face color, 1” acrylic trim caps, and 3/16” thick white
acrylic faces covered in translucent red, yellow or blue vinyl. The sign will be
internally illuminated with LED lights. The revised wall sign would occupy
approximately 35.3 square feet of sign area.

Drawings clarifying the proposed wall sign facing Van Buren Street, consisting of
a 5-4” wide by 4’-5” tall metal cabinet sign with changeable acrylic faces, which
have no specified design in the revised submission materials. The sign would be
internally illuminated using LED lights.

Drawings showing a revised freestanding sign panel with indication that the blue
background is opaque.

Staff has reviewed these revisions and offers the following analysis:

1)
2)

The revised primary wall sign, as revised, is now compliant with the Town’s Zoning
Ordinance.

Regarding the proposed front facade wall sign, clarification is necessary on
whether the sign is centered horizontally on the facade. Typically, proposed wall
signage drawings show proposed signs rendered on elevation drawings which
more clearly confirms the signage placement and presence on the building. Staff
believes any ARB approval of this case should be conditioned on the submission of
this drawing to staff prior to issuance of the commercial sign and electrical permits.
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3)

)

5)

6)

7)

Also, regarding the front facade wall sign, the height of the sign appears to extend
to the edge of the surface on which it is applied. That creates an effect that makes
the sign appear mis-sized. For a more compatible fit, a consistent and obvious gap
should be maintained between the top and bottom of the sign and the edges of the
surface on which it is applied. In this case, staff believes a 3” space may suffice.
Clarity is needed for the reference on the drawings to “Pediment Vinyl Applied” on
the front elevation. The area on which that label is written is currently comprised
of the primary masonry cladding material of the building. There is uncertainty as
to why vinyl would be applied over that surface. If accurate, staff does not support
vinyl application as an exterior cladding material.

The cabinet sign on the building facade along Van Buren Street does not comply
with the Town’s Zoning Ordinance, Section 78-140.4. - Prohibited signs currently
prohibiting cabinet and box signs. Furthermore, staff does not support the
approval of permanent poster or billboard type signage intended for temporary or
rotating displays. The sign as currently proposed, cannot be approved by the Board
because of the zoning noncompliance. Any approval for this case must be
conditioned upon the removal of this sign from the approval.

The freestanding sign panel, as revised, remains comprised of clear acrylic with
applied vinyl. Staff has found that clear acrylic with “opaque” vinyl, as proposed,
is still translucent albeit to a lesser degree. In order to meet the zoning requirement
of an opaque background, the sign panel must be comprised of metal with routed
cut-outs for the content.

For any ARB approval of this case, the applicant must provide revised drawings to
staff for inclusion in the case file that show the required revisions for zoning
compliance as expressed in the above comment #3 and comment #4. The
commercial sign and electrical permits for these signs cannot be issued without
staff verification that these revisions were made.

Given the above comments, staff offers the revised recommendation:

Staff recommends approval of ARB #20-020 with the following conditions:

1)

Prior to issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall submit to
staff for review and inclusion in the case file, revised drawings showing
the following:
a. An elevation drawing of the retail building showing the revised
wall sign dimensions and placement;
b. A reduction in the size of the front facade wall sign to better fit
within the surface on which it is applied;
c. The removal of any vinyl applied to the fascia wall above the
storefront;
d. The freestanding sign panel comprised of a material that
complies with the zoning ordinance;
e. The removal of the cabinet sign on the east (side) elevation;

2) Prior issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall submit

materials samples for all sign features including any revised sign
materials determined as a condition of approval and as required by the
ARB application; and

777 Lynn Street, Herndon, VA 20170-4602 | herndon-va.gov
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3) The wall sign and freestanding sign panel shall be constructed and
installed in substantial conformance with the revised sign design

submitted on September 2, 2020 and any revisions required as
conditions of this approval.

Attachment:

1) 597 Elden Street Revised Sign Designs

777 Lynn Street, Herndon, VA 20170-4602 | herndon-va.gov
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