
TOWN OF HERNDON, VIRGINIA 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING AGENDA 

JUNE 16, 2021 
HERNDON COUNCIL CHAMBERS BUILDING 

765 LYNN STREET 
7:30 P.M. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 

1. Roll Call 

2. Determination of Quorum 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 
3. April 7, 2021 Work Session Draft Minutes 
 
4. April 21, 2021 Public Hearing Draft Minutes 
 
5. May 5, 2021 Work Session Draft Minutes, Cancellation 

 
6. May 19, 2021 Public Hearing Draft Minutes, Cancellation 
 
COMMENTS 
 
7. Comments from the Board Members 
 
8. Comments from the Staff Members 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
9. APPLICATION FOR A WALL OR WINDOW SIGN, ARB #21-006, to 

consider an application to install a tenant wall sign on the multi-tenant commercial 
office building located at 550 Van Buren Street, Herndon, Virginia, approximately 
400’ south of the intersection of Van Buren Street and Grove Street, and further 
identified as Fairfax County Tax Map 0162-02-0156G. The property is zoned O&LI, 
Office and Light Industrial, and consists of 234,328 square feet of land. Owner: Level 
3 Communications, LLC. Applicant: Jayne Hebrank, Lumen Technologies. Agent: 
Gary Brent, MG Permits. 
 

10. APPLICATION FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION, ARB #21-007, to consider an 
application to construct a refuse enclosure adjacent to the commercial building 
located at 500 Elden Street, Herndon, Virginia, approximately 150’ east of the 
intersection of Elden Street and Grant Street, and further identified as Fairfax 
County Tax Map 0162-02-0216. The property is zoned CS, Commercial Services, and 
consists of 22,903 square feet of land. Owner: 500 Elden St., LLC. Applicant: Lewis 
Michael.  Agent: C. Adela M. Firoozfar, Light + Form Architecture, PLLC. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 



STAFF REPORT  

Architectural Review Board 
June 2, 2021  

 

 

Title:  ARB #21-006; Wall Sign; 550 Van Buren Street 
 
Staff Contact: Bryce A. Perry 
 Deputy Director of Community Development 
 bryce.perry@herndon-va.gov 
 (703) 787-7380 
  
Summary Information 
Applicant Request Installation of a new tenant identification wall sign 
Address 550 Van Buren Street 
Fairfax County Tax Map 
Number 

0162-02-0156G 

Owner Level 3 Communications, LLC 
Applicant Jayne Hebrank, Lumen Technologies 
Agent Gary Brent, MG Permits  
Business/Organization Lumen Technologies (tenant) 
Property Use Office 
Zoning District O&LI; Office & Light Industrial 
Adjacent Zoning North: CS; Commercial 

Service 
 East: O&LI; Office & 

Light Industrial 
 South: O&LI; Office & 

Light Industrial 
 West: PD-D; Planned 

Development-Downtown 

Building Type(s) 
Multi-story steel framed 
with composite exterior 
materials 

Date of 
Construction: 

2001 

Architectural Style(s) Post-modern, typical suburban low-rise commercial 
office expression, Miesian influences 

Exterior Material(s) Brick with framed glass 
Neighborhood Design 
Profile 

Mixed use developed neighborhood, with low-rise office 
and single-family residential 

Comprehensive Plan Land 
Use Designation 

Office Parks & Flexible Space 

 

Staff Recommendation Staff is recommending approval in accordance with the 

draft resolution (Attachment #1) 

 
 

Case Details 
Proposal:  

This application proposes to replace an existing wall sign with a new wall sign at the same 
location. The sign is  located on the east façade facing Van Buren street, and centered 
above the building entrance at the façade mid-point. The new sign would be constructed 
of non-illuminated, individually stud and flush mounted, 2” deep, formed aluminum 
letters.  It would be a single line sized at 2’ high and 14’-2 5/8” long.  The letters would be 

mailto:bryce.perry@herndon-va.gov
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painted white and blue.  Attachment #3 shows the location detail provided by the 
applicant.  Attachment #4 shows the sign design provided by the applicant.  
 
Site Description: 
This parcel is part of a multi-building office complex with coordinated building and 
landscape architecture.  The building is wrapped by surface parking.  The W&OD Regional 
Trail immediately abuts the north boundary line and the building is oriented parallel to 
the immediately abutting Van Buren Street.  To the west, south and north of the site are 
similar uses. However, across Van Buren Street is a single-family residential 
neighborhood.  The proposed sign would be visible from certain viewsheds within that 
neighborhood.  The location of the site is shown in the map below.   
 

Location Map 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Applicable Design Guidance:  

• Town Code of Ordinances, Section 58-96 – Design criteria (Attachment #5) 
 

Staff Analysis  
1. Staff has found that the proposed sign meets the applicable standards and 

requirements of the Town of Herndon Zoning Ordinance.   
 

2. With the findings expressed below, staff believes the proposed sign generally complies 
with the applicable design criteria within the Town’s Architectural Control District as 
specified in Section 58-96 of the Town Code of Ordinances (Attachment #5).  
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a. Though larger in scale than the existing sign, staff believes the proposed sign with 

its narrow lettering remains an appropriate size for the space on which it would be 
placed.  The use of metal instead of plastic is compatible with the façade materials 
and the alignment of the sign is suitably centered horizontally between the façade 
piers and vertically within the brick spandrel.   

b. Though facing a residential neighborhood, the proposed sign is not illuminated 
and is set back from the road with a parking lot and mature landscape buffer 
between the building and the road.  These conditions limit the visibility of the sign 
from across the street.   

 

Staff Recommendation: 
ARB Alternatives: 1.   Resolution to deny the application. 

2. Resolution to approve the application as submitted. 
3. Resolution to approve with condition(s). 
4.   The ARB may also continue the review of this item to a 

future public hearing 
Staff 
Recommendation: 

Staff is recommending approval in accordance with Alternative 

#2 and the draft resolution (Attachment #1)   

 

Report Attachments 

1. ARB #21-006 Draft Resolution 

2. Streetview Images 

3. Proposed Sign Location Detail 

4. Proposed Sign Drawings & Details 

5. Town’s Zoning Ordinance, Section 78-60.3. 

 

Staff Signatures 
 
 
______________________________      
Bryce A. Perry     
Deputy Director of Community Development     
 



Attachment #1 
 

 
 

TOWN OF HERNDON, VIRGINIA 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 

 
DRAFT RESOLUTION  

 
June 16, 2021 

 
Resolution- to approve ARB #21-006, installation of a wall sign located at 

550 Van Buren Street, Fairfax County Tax Map Number 0162-
02-0156G. 

 
WHEREAS,  the applicant has submitted an application to install a wall sign located 

the above referenced address; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the proposed wall sign complies with the applicable zoning ordinance 

regulations as specified in the Town of Herndon Zoning Ordinance Article 
XIV; and  

 
WHEREAS,  the Town of Herndon Architectural Review Board has reviewed this 

application and has found that the proposed wall sign complies with the 
applicable Design Criteria as stated in the Town of Herndon Code of 
Ordinances Section 58-96; and 

 
WHEREAS,  the Town of Herndon Architectural Review Board has held a duly 

advertised public hearing concerning this application on June 16, 2021. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Architectural Review Board of the 

Town of Herndon, Virginia, HEREBY: 
 
 Approves ARB #21-006, for a wall sign located at 550 Van Buren Street in 

Herndon, VA in substantial conformance with the design shown in the 
case materials reviewed by the ARB.    



Streetview Images – 550 Van Buren Street – ARB#21-006
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ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD STANDARDS FOR DESIGN REVIEW 
Taken from ARB Charter – Chapter 58 (Planning) of Herndon Town Code (2000) 

DIVISION 4. STANDARDS* __________ 

*Charter references:  Standards and purpose, § 7.4:1(c). __________

Sec. 58-96. Design criteria.  

The board of architectural review and, on appeal, the town council shall use the following standards 

and criteria in considering applications filed under this article:  

(1) Whether or not the proposed architectural design is suitable for a good suburban community

in terms of external architectural features, including signs subject to public view, general

design and arrangement, texture, color, line, mass, dimension, material and lighting.

(2) Whether or not the proposed structure, building or improvement is compatible with existing

well-designed structures, acceptable to the board, in the vicinity and in the town as a whole.

(3) Whether or not, and to what extent, the proposed structure, building or improvement would

promote the general welfare and protect the public health, safety and morals by tending to

maintain or augment the town's tax base as a whole, generating business activity, maintaining

and creating employment opportunity, preserving historical sites and structures and making

the town a more attractive and desirable place in which to live.

(4) Whether or not proposed freestanding buildings use the same or architecturally harmonious

materials, color, texture and treatment for all exterior walls; and in the case of partially

freestanding buildings, whether or not the same or architecturally harmonious materials,

color, texture and treatment are used on all portions of all exterior walls exposed to public

view.

(5) Whether or not the combination of architectural elements proposed for a structure, building

or improvement, in terms of design, line, mass, dimension, color, material, texture, lighting,

landscaping and roofline and height conform to accepted architectural principles for

permanent buildings as contrasted with engineering standards designed to satisfy safety

requirements only; and exhibit external characteristics of demonstrated architecture and

aesthetic durability.

(6) Whether or not, in terms of design, material, texture, color, lighting, landscaping, dimension,

line, mass or roof line and height, the proposed structure, building or improvement is designed

to serve primarily as an advertisement or commercial display, exhibits exterior characteristics

likely to deteriorate rapidly, would be of temporary or shortterm architectural or aesthetic

acceptability, would be plainly offensive to human sensibilities or would otherwise constitute

a reasonable foreseeable detriment to the community.

(Code 1992, § 4-16) 

Attachment #5
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Title:  ARB #21-007; Dumpster Enclosure; 500 Elden Street 
 
Staff Contact: Bryce A. Perry 
 Deputy Director of Community Development 
 bryce.perry@herndon-va.gov 
 (703) 787-7380 
  
Summary Information 
Applicant Request Construction of a masonry dumpster enclosure 
Address 500 Elden Street 
Fairfax County Tax Map 
Number 

0162-02-0216 

Owner 500 Elden St., LLC. 
Applicant Lewis Michael 
Agent C. Adela M. Firoozfar, Light + Form Architecture, PLLC. 
Business/Organization VCA Herndon-Reston Animal Hospital 
Property Use Veterinarian 
Zoning District CS; Commercial Service 
Adjacent Zoning North: CS; Commercial 

Service 
 East: CS; Commercial 

Service 
 South: CS; Commercial 

Service 
 West: CS; Commercial 

Service 

Building Type(s) Single-story masonry  
Date of 
Construction: 

1975 

Architectural Style(s) Post-modern 
Exterior Material(s) Brick with metal arcade roof 
Neighborhood Design 
Profile 

Mixed use developed neighborhood, with low-rise office 
and single-family detached residential 

Comprehensive Plan Land 
Use Designation 

Business Corridor  

Associated Cases Site Plan TP#20-05 
 

Staff Recommendation Staff is recommending approval in accordance with the 

draft resolution (Attachment #1) 

 
 

Case Details 
Proposal:  

This application proposes to construct an approximately 23’ long by 11’ wide dumpster 
enclosure immediately abutting the west façade of the existing building.  The enclosure 
would be constructed of a masonry wall on three sides faced with brick to match the brick 
used on the building and capped with precast wall cap.  The fourth side would be the gate 
which is designed with a steel frame and composite vertical boards.  The gate components 
will be a dark bronze color to match the framing of the existing building’s windows and 

mailto:bryce.perry@herndon-va.gov
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the boards will abut each other to create an opaque surface and obstruct visibility into the 
enclosure.  The design of the dumpster is shown in applicant-provided drawings 
(Attachment #4).    
 
Site Description: 
This enclosure would be built on a relatively small commercial lot fronting Elden Street,  
The associated building, which it would abut, is flanked by other similarly scaled and aged 
office buildings.  Other than the existing building the site is improved with a parking lot 
and some mature landscaping.  The enclosure would be visible from Elden Street but 
tucked towards the far rear of the property abutting the rear property line.  The map below 
provides context to the site location.  The applicant also provided the site plan which is 
included as Attachment #3).   
 

Location Map 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Background: 

The enclosure proposed is part of a broader improvement project that also includes 

parking lot improvements.  The enclosure brings the property into compliance with the 

zoning ordinance by providing required screening for existing dumpsters.  This project 

received an approved site plan from the Town of Herndon, which includes the dumpster 

enclosure as proposed.  

 

Applicable Design Guidance:  

• Town Code of Ordinances, Section 58-96 – Design criteria (Attachment #6) 
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Staff Analysis  
1. Staff has found that the proposed dumpster enclosure meets the applicable standards 

and requirements of the Town of Herndon Zoning Ordinance.  This compliance was 
also assessed during the review of the now approved site plan.   
 

2. With the findings expressed below, staff believes the proposed dumpster enclosure 
generally complies with the applicable design criteria within the Town’s Architectural 
Control District as specified in Section 58-96 of the Town Code of Ordinances 
(Attachment #5).  

 
a. The enclosure was pushed as far away as possible from the front façade of the 

primary building and in that location, has little impact on the overall appearance 
of the building.   

b. The simple enclosure design and materials seem purposefully chosen to resemble, 
as closely as possible, the materials used on the building from the window framing 
to the brick walls, to the parapet cap.  Staff believes this approach has helped to tie 
the enclosure and building together visually and further reduce its visual impact. 
 

3. Staff has some concern that the brick and mortar may clash with the existing brick and 
mortar if the colors are not an exact match, and suggests a field verification between 
staff and the applicant to review the proposed brick and mortar against the existing 
building.    
 

Staff Recommendation: 
ARB Alternatives: 1.   Resolution to deny the application. 

2. Resolution to approve the application as submitted. 
3. Resolution to approve with condition(s). 
4.   The ARB may also continue the review of this item to a 

future public hearing 
Staff 
Recommendation: 

Staff is recommending approval in accordance with Alternative 

#3 and the draft resolution (Attachment #1)   

 
Report Attachments 

1. ARB #21-007 Draft Resolution 

2. Street view Images 

3. Approved Site Plan 

4. Proposed Sign Drawings & Details 

5. Site Photos 

6. Town’s Zoning Ordinance, Section 78-60.3. 

 
Staff Signatures 
 
 
______________________________      
Bryce A. Perry     
Deputy Director of Community Development     
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TOWN OF HERNDON, VIRGINIA 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 

 
DRAFT RESOLUTION  

 
June 16, 2021 

 
Resolution- to approve ARB #21-007, for construction of a dumpster 
enclosure located at 500 Elden Street, Fairfax County Tax Map Number 0162-
02-0216. 
 
WHEREAS,  the applicant has submitted an application to install a dumpster enclosure 

located the above referenced address; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the proposed dumpster enclosure complies with the applicable zoning 

ordinance regulations as specified in the Town of Herndon Zoning 
Ordinance; and  

 
WHEREAS,  the Town of Herndon Architectural Review Board has determined that the 

proposed dumpster enclosure complies with the applicable Design 
Criteria as stated in the Town of Herndon Code of Ordinances Section 58-
96; and 

 
WHEREAS,  the Town of Herndon Architectural Review Board has reviewed this 

application and has held a duly advertised public hearing on June 16, 
2021. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Architectural Review Board of the 

Town of Herndon, Virginia, HEREBY: 
 
 Approves ARB #21-007, for a dumpster enclosure located at 500 Elden 

Street in Herndon, VA in substantial conformance with the design as 
shown in case materials reviewed by the ARB and according to the 
following condition: 

 
1. The applicant shall schedule and coordinate with town staff a field 

verification to evaluate the proposed brick and mortar colors against 
the existing building’s brick and mortar and, upon a determination by 
staff, if the proposed materials are not a match the applicant can work 
with staff to find a better match or return to the board for review and 
approval of an appropriately contrasting enclosure veneer material.    



Streetview Images – 500 Elden Street – ARB#21-007
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ENCLOSURE PRECAST WALL CAP

ARBAN PRESCAST STONE LTD.

COLOR 2324P

1

ENCLOSURE WALL

CONTINENTAL BRICK COMPANY

STD. 488 MOD.

POTOMAC VALLEY BRICK AND SUPPLY CO.

ELEVATION NOTES

DATE

VCA HERNDON - RESTON ANIMAL HOSPITAL

500 ELDEN STREET, HERNDON VA

MAY 10, 2021

SK-1

1

PROPOSED PERSPECTIVE - REAR CORNER

PROPOSED  PERSPECTIVE - SITE ENTRANCE

PROPOSED SIDE ELEVATION - FULL

3

ENCLOSURE GATES

PAINTED STEEL FRAME AND VINYL COMPOSITE

(AZEK) 1x6 BOARDS - COLOR SW 7048
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703-291-4890      lf-arch.com

Light+Form Architecture PLLC

1521 Westbranch Drive, Suite 120

McLean, VA 22102
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Light+Form Architecture PLLC  1521 Westbranch Drive, Suite 120, McLean, Virginia 22102   o. 703-291-4890 

Proposed Application for Dumpster Enclosure Construction 
VCA Herndon – Reston Animal Hospital  
500 Elden Street 

Front Entrance 

Front Facade 
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Lateral Facade 
 
 

 
 

View from Street Entrance 
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Rear Neighbor 
 
 

 
 

Side Neighbor 
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Side Neighbor 
 


