
 
 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD MEETING AGENDA 
Herndon Municipal Center 

Large Conference Room, 2nd Floor 
777 Lynn Street 

Wednesday, April 5, 2023 | 7:30 p.m. 
 

 
1. Call to Order 
 
2. Public Hearing 

 
a. APPLICATION FOR MASTER SIGN PLAN, ARB #23-005, to consider an 

application for updates to an existing Master Sign Plan for the Worldgate Centre, which 
consists of two parcels located at 13001 and 13101 Worldgate Drive, Herndon, Virginia. The 
property is further identified as Fairfax County Tax Map 0163 02 0001A and 0163 02 
0001B and is located in the southwestern quadrant of the Centerville Road and Worldgate 
Drive intersection. The property is zoned PD-W (Planned Development-Worldgate) and 
the parcels consist of 217,534 and 314,756 square feet of land respectively. Owners: 
Worldgate Centre Owner LLC (13001) and Dulles Suites LLC (13101). Applicant: Kathryn 
R. Taylor, Walsh, Colucci, Lubeley & Walsh, PC. (Continued from the March 15, 2023 
ARB Public Hearing) 

 
b. APPLICATION FOR SIGNAGE, ARB #23-006, to consider an application for signage 

located at 632 Grant Street, Herndon, Virginia, located on the east side of Grant Street 
between the intersections with Elden Street and Grove Street. The subject property is 
further identified as Fairfax County Tax Map 0162 02 0212C, is zoned CS (Commercial 
Services District) and consists of 36,397 square feet of land. Owner: Herndon Propco LLC. 
Applicant/Agent: John Martel, Complete Sign. 

 
c. APPLICATION FOR ALTERATION, ARB #23-007, to consider an application for 

alteration to existing structures located at 315 Elden Street, Herndon, Virginia, located in 
the southwest corner of the Elden Street and Herndon Parkway intersection. The subject 
property is further identified as Fairfax County Tax Map 0171 02 0007, is zoned CS 
(Commercial Services District) and consists of 281,243 square feet of land. Owner: 315 
Elden Street Owner LLC. Applicant/Agent: Ethan Frey, Blue Ocean. 

 
3. Comments 
 

a. Comments from the Staff Members 
 
b. Comments from the Board Members 

 
4. Adjournment 



 
 
 MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Chair Blaker-Glass and Members of the Architectural Review Board 
 
From: Tamsin Himes, Lead Planner / Design and Development 
 
Date: April 5, 2023 
 
Subject: ARB #23-005; Master Sign Plan Update; 13001 and 13101 

Worldgate Drive 
 
This memo serves as an addendum to the staff report provided to the board prior to the 
ARB work session held on March 1st, 2023 and the staff memo provided prior to the March 
15th public hearing.  
 
The applicant’s agent has provided this statement to staff: 
 
“On behalf of the Applicant, I would like to request a one-month deferral of the above-
reference application to the ARB May agenda.  This brief deferral will allow the Applicant 
to continue its evaluation of certain outstanding signage issues and the overall need for a 
Master Sign Plan at Worldgate Centre.” 
 
In accordance with the request by the applicant, staff is recommending the ARB continue 
this case to the May 17, 2023, public hearing.  
 
 



STAFF REPORT  
Architectural Review Board 

April 5, 2023  
 
 
Title: ARB #23-006; Signage; 632 Grant Street 
 
Staff Contact: Tamsin Himes 
 Lead Planner – Development and Design  
 tamsin.himes@herndon-va.gov 
 (571) 612-0537 
  
Summary Information 
Applicant Request Wall signs 
Address 632 Grant Street  
Fairfax County Tax Map 
Number 0162 02 0212C 

Owner Herndon Propco LLC 
Applicant John Martel, Complete Sign 
Business/Organization Flagship Carwash 
Property Use Commercial business  
Zoning District CS, Commercial Services District 
Adjacent Zoning North: CS, Commercial 

Services District 
 East: CS, Commercial 

Services District 
 South: CS, Commercial 

Services District 
 West: CS, Commercial 

Services District 

Building Type(s) Industrial commercial  Date of 
Construction: 2009 

Architectural Style(s) Contemporary industrial   
Exterior Material(s) Brick, CMU, precast concrete, glass and aluminum  
Neighborhood Design 
Profile 

Commercial and office  

Comprehensive Plan Land 
Use Designation 

Business Corridor  

 

Staff Recommendation Staff is recommending approval of this application. 

 
Case Details 
Proposal:  
This application is for the installation of two wall signs at the business located at 632 
Grant Street. Sign C on the sign documents does not require review and is not addressed 
in this report. Sign A and sign B would replace existing wall signs in the same location. 
Both signs are comprised of internally illuminated channel letter wall signs.  
 
Proposed sign A is located above the carwash exit and faces Grant Street. It consists of 
64.3 square feet of signage and is 24 feet above grade. Sign B Also is placed above a 
secondary entrance to the car wash building and faces the alleyway north of the building. 
It consists of 75.65 square feet of sign and is 25.9 feet above grade.  
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Site Description: 
The property at 632 Grant Street is an elongated lot with the narrow end of the lot facing 
Grant Street. A grade change from Grant Street to the building, the narrowness of the lot, 
and landscaping partially limit visibility from Grant Street. The carwash building is 
uniquely shaped to fill the lot with a narrower façade facing Grant Street and a long façade 
facing the alleyway on the north of the lot which has partially visibility from Elden Street.  
 
Location Map 
 

 
Applicable Design Guidance:  

• Town Code of Ordinances, Section 58-96 – Design criteria  
 

Staff Analysis  
 
1. The proposed signage does not meet the applicable standards and requirements of the 

Town of Herndon Zoning Ordinances. However, this business was granted a zoning 
variance in 2010 allowing for the height of the signs to exceed the 20 feet permitted in 
the Zoning Ordinance. A condition of this approval was that the signs be reviewed by 
the Architectural Review Board. This being the case, these signs are not eligible to be 
reviewed administratively under the newly adopted Uniform Sign Standards. 
 

2. With the findings expressed below, staff believes the proposed signage generally 
complies with the applicable design criteria within the Town’s Architectural Control 
District as specified in Section 58-96 of the Town Code of Ordinances.  
a. The proposed wall signs in their design and construction are suitable for a good 

suburban community and promote the use and improvement of the surrounding 
buildings.  

b. The proposed wall signs clearly and legibly represent the intended business.  
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c. The proposed wall signs are constructed in a way so as to remain in good condition 
and withstand normal weather and climate conditions without deteriorating.  

 
3. This project should include specifications that masonry brick or mortar joints 

damaged as a result of removal of the existing signage should be repaired prior to 
installation of new signs.  
 

4. Existing temporary signage on the building is not in compliance with the Zoning 
Ordinance. Staff has added a condition that the existing temporary signage be 
removed prior to application for a building permit.  
 

5. Staff is supportive of this project and believes that the updated signs will enhance the 
business and the area. 

 
Staff Recommendation: 
ARB Alternatives: 1.   Resolution to deny the application. 

2. Resolution to approve the application as submitted. 
3. Resolution to approve with condition(s). 
4.   The ARB may also continue the review of this item to a 

future public hearing 
Staff 
Recommendation: 

Staff is recommending approval of this application with 
conditions in accordance with the draft resolution.  

 
Report Attachments 
1. Draft Resolution  

2. Wall sign drawings 
 
Staff Signatures 
 
 
 
 
______________________________      ____________________________ 
Tamsin Himes     Bryce A. Perry 
Lead Planner/Design and Development Deputy Director  
 



Attachment #1 
 

TOWN OF HERNDON, VIRGINIA 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 

 
DRAFT RESOLUTION  

 
April 19, 2023 

 
Resolution-  to approve ARB #23-006, for signage on a building at 632 Grant 

Street, Herndon, Virginia, further identified as Fairfax County 
Tax Map 0162 02 0212C. 

 
WHEREAS,  the applicant has submitted an application to install signage at the above 

referenced address; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the proposed signage complies with the applicable zoning ordinance 

regulations as specified in the Town of Herndon Zoning Ordinance Article 
XIV; and  

 
WHEREAS,  the Town of Herndon Architectural Review Board has found that the 

proposed signage complies with the applicable Design Criteria as stated in 
the Town of Herndon Code of Ordinances Section 58-96; and 

 
WHEREAS,  the Town of Herndon Architectural Review Board has held a duly 

advertised public hearing concerning this application on April 19, 2023. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Architectural Review Board of the 

Town of Herndon, Virginia, HEREBY: 
 
 Approves ARB #23-006, for signage on a building at 632 Grant Street, 

Herndon, Virginia, in substantial conformance with the design shown in 
the case materials reviewed by the ARB and with the following standard 
condition: 
1) The applicant shall provide to staff a physical copy of all application 

materials prior to applying for a building permit. 
2) Any damage to façade, brick or mortar joints shall be repaired prior to 

the installation of new signs.  
3) Existing temporary signage on the building facades shall be removed 

prior to applying for a building permit. 
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Code: 1 SF of sign area for each linear 
foot of frontage. 150 SF Max. per sign.
Calculation: 1* 66 lf = 66 sft
Allowed: 66 sft. 
Used: 64.3 sft.
Existing: ±76 sft.

Square Footage Calculation:

Proposed 50
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FCW-ISCLF-70
Illuminated Channel Letters
(64.3 Sq Ft)

Qty: 1

Provide LED illuminated channel 
letters per detail; mounted flush to 
facade. 

Illum. Channel Letters YX
Total Square 

Feet:

FCW-ISCLF-66 124.866

Black

White

X
1 

“F
”X

Y

3M 3730-33L Red (PMS 186 C)

CROSS SECTION OF UL LISTED
CHANNEL LETTERS w/ LEDS

(1) 1” PLASTIC TRIM CAP PAINTED BLACK
(2) 3/16 PLEXIGLAS FACE W/ SURFACE

APPLIED TRANSLUCENT VINYL
(3) .040 ALUMINUM RETURN PAINTED

BLACK (.063 BACK)
(4) 1/4” DRAIN HOLES (Min. 2 per letter)
(5) LED ILLUMINATION
(6) LED POWER SUPPLY
(7) FACADE
(8) LOW VOLTAGE CLASS 2 POWER LINE
(9) MOUNTING HARDWARE (3/8”x5” Bolts)
(10) EXISTING 120 VOLT SERVICE
(11) 3/8" (thk) ACRYLIC FCOS; STUD MOUNTED
       TO WALL
(12) 3MM (THK) ACM PANELS MOUNTED
       FLUSH TO FACADE (2 LAYERS)

This sign is intended to be installed in accordance with the 
requirements of Article 600 of the National Electrical Code

and/or other applicable local codes.  
This includes proper grounding and bonding of the sign.
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NIGHT RENDERING

1 solid channel letter;
will have no backer panels

FCW-ILCLR-CUSTOM
Illuminated Channel Letters
(75.6 Sq Ft)

Qty: 1

Provide LED illuminated channel 
letters per detail; mounted flush to 
raceway painted to match facade. 

Illum. Channel Letters YX
Total Square 

Feet:
Black

White

3M 3730-33L Red (PMS 186 C)

B Scale: NTS

X1 X2 Y1
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42.6
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CROSS SECTION OF UL LISTED
RACEWAY CHANNEL LETTERS

w/ LED ILLUMINATION

This sign is intended to be installed in accordance with 
the requirements of Article 600 of the National Electrical 

Code and/or other applicable local codes.  

This includes proper grounding and bonding of the sign.
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PMS 186 C

Black

Non-illuminated Pan Face Sign
(13.5 Sq Ft)

QTY: 2

Provide new 1” deep aluminum pan 
face sign painted to match PMS 
609 C  graphics  w/ digitally printed
to match color key.

C
Scale: 1"=1'-0"

Non-Illuminated Pan Face Sign
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0.090” Alum non-illuminated pan 
face sign panel w/ digitally printed
graphics & edge to match 

1” x 1” (1/4”t) Fabricated alum. angle 
framing fastened to exterior wall

Stainless steel attachment fastener 
per existing wall structure and 
site conditions 

S.S. countersink machine screws painted
to match sign (min of 3 per clip angle)

Paint to match PMS 609C

Existing wall (no change)
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STAFF REPORT  
Architectural Review Board 

April 5, 2023  
 
 
Title:  ARB #23-007; Building Alteration; 315 Elden Street 
 
Staff Contact: Tamsin Himes 
 Lead Planner – Development and Design  
 tamsin.himes@herndon-va.gov 
 (571) 612-0537 
  
Summary Information 
Applicant Request Building alteration 
Address 315 Elden Street 
Fairfax County Tax Map 
Number 0171 02 0007 

Owner 315 Elden Street Owner LLC 
Applicant Ethan Frey, Blue Ocean 
Business/Organization Blue Ocean 
Property Use Former hotel  
Zoning District PD-UR, 

Planned Development – Urban Residential 
Adjacent Zoning North: CS, Commercial 

Services District 
 East: O & LI; Office 

and Light Industrial 
 South: O & LI; Office 

and Light Industrial 
 West: CO, Commercial 

Office District 

Building Type(s) Multi-building hotel Date of 
Construction: 1990 

Architectural Style(s) Traditional multi-family residential 
Exterior Material(s) Brick, EFIS, aluminum 
Neighborhood Design 
Profile 

Commercial 

Comprehensive Plan Land 
Use Designation 

Business Corridor 

 

Staff Recommendation Staff is withholding a recommendation   

 
 
 
Case Details 
Proposal:  
This application proposes exterior modifications to the apartment buildings at 315 Elden 
Street. These modifications include exterior painting the façade, window and door 
surrounds, gutters and downspout systems and chimney hoods. Currently the façade is a 
combination of unpainted brick and off-white EFIS paneling, with tan gutters and 
downspouts and brown window surrounds. The proposed project would paint the entire 
facades of the buildings including brick and EFIS the same color (SW 7004 Snowbound), 
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with the gutters, downspouts, window/door trim and chimney caps painted black (SW 
7069 Iron Ore). The applicant has provided an image of one of the buildings as existing 
and a rendering of this building with the proposed alterations.  
 
The property at 315 Elden Street was the subject of a discussion item at the February 2nd, 
2022, ARB work session at which time the ARB reviewed these and other alterations for 
the property. The Board was supportive of the changes discussed and expressed interest 
in the project and its formal application to the Board. The site was also the subject of a 
Zoning Map Amendment (ZMA #21-01) to change the zoning district from CS, 
Commercial Services, to PD-UR, Planned Development – Urban Residential in order to 
accommodate the new use.  
 
Site Description:  
The property at 315 Elden Street is improved with 2- and 3-story buildings built in 1990 
that formerly functioned as a Residence Inn hotel. The buildings are in the process of 
being repurposed from a hotel to multi-family residential units. The complex sits on 
approximately 6 ½ acres of land on the corner of Elden Street and Herndon Parkway.  
 
Location Map 
 

 
Applicable Design Guidance:  

• Town Code of Ordinances, Section 58-96 – Design criteria  
 

Staff Analysis  
1. Staff has found that the proposed building alteration meets the applicable standards 

and requirements of the Town of Herndon Zoning Ordinance. 
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2. With the findings expressed below, staff believes the proposed building alteration 

generally complies with the applicable design criteria within the Town’s Architectural 
Control District as specified in Section 58-96 of the Town Code of Ordinances. 

a. The alteration is compatible with existing well-designed structures. 
b. The alteration conforms to accepted architectural principles for permanent 

buildings. 
c. The proposed alteration appears to be constructed durably and to be 

suitable for the enhancement of a good suburban community.  
 
3. There are specific types of paint that should be used for masonry and for metal 

elements such as window frames and chimney hoods. If the correct types of paint are 
not used the paint can deteriorate quickly resulting in damage and unsightliness. Staff 
is requesting that the applicant provide specifications for the paint and their 
appropriateness for the different surfaces.  
 

4. When this project was reviewed by the ARB as a discussion item in February 2022 
there was additional work proposed including a bike shelter/enclosure. Staff is 
requesting clarity from the applicant regarding those portions of the project not 
included in this application, why they were not included, and if those improvements 
are still a part of the overall project.  
 

5. Overall staff believes that the proposed modifications are appropriate and will be an 
improvement to the existing structures but is requesting that the applicant provide 
information regarding the items below prior to a recommendation from staff to the 
Board: 

a. Paint specifications.  
b. Clarity regarding the bike enclosure present in the discussion item that is 

absent in this application.  
 
Staff Recommendation: 
ARB Alternatives: 1.   Resolution to deny the application. 

2. Resolution to approve the application as submitted. 
3. Resolution to approve with condition(s). 
4.   The ARB may also continue the review of this item to a 

future public hearing 
Staff 
Recommendation: 

Staff is withholding a recommendation pending information 
from the applicant.   

 
Report Attachments 
1. Project Rendering 
2. Applicant Letter 
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Staff Signatures 
 
 
 
______________________________      ____________________________ 
Tamsin Himes     Bryce A. Perry 
Lead Planner/Design and Development Deputy Director  
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RE: 315 Elden Street, exterior paint enhancement 

Dear Architectural Review Board team,  

We are pleased to submit the attached application and supporting pictures for the Board’s consideration for the exterior 

painting enhancement of the property located at 315 Elden Street. 

The property is comprised of 20 near identical buildings that are in the process of being converted to residential 

apartments from a previous hotel use.    

The existing façade of each building is comprised of a brownish brick and painted cream colored EFIS. 

Second floor apartments have a Juliette balcony with metal railing.  

Existing conditions: 

Attachment #2



Site map of property: 

 

 
 

The purpose of our exterior enhancement project is to provide the buildings with a rejuvenated, more contemporary yet 

classic finish. We propose to paint the EFIS and brick with the same paint color, Sherwin Williams 7004 Snowbound, and 

the metal surfaces (railing, window panes, chimney cap, gutters and downspout) with Sherwin Williams 7069 Iron Ore. 

 

As seen in the rendering below, the light color of the façade will contrast nicely with the dark metal accents and is 

aesthetically congruent with the existing reddish roof shingles.  

The proposed painting scheme will greatly enhance the visual experience for future residents, as well as for the Herndon 

community experiencing the property from the street as pedestrians or in traveling in vehicles. 

 

Proposed rendering: 
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I am looking forward to attending the ARB’s working session on April 5, 2023 for any feedback that you may have for us.  

 

Respectfully,   

 

Ethan Frey 

 

Attachment #2
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