
 TOWN OF HERNDON, VIRGINIA 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 

WORK SESSION AGENDA 
APRIL 3, 2019 

HERNDON COUNCIL CHAMBERS BUILDING 
765 LYNN STREET 

7:30 P.M. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
1. Determination of Quorum 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
2. APPLICATION FOR ALTERATION TO AN EXISTING STRUCTURE, ARB 

#19-13, to consider an application to replace and install new rooftop 
telecommunication antennas and associated equipment with three (3) screened 
enclosures on the commercial office building located at 505 Huntmar Park Drive, 
Herndon, Virginia, and further identified as Fairfax County Tax Map 0162-02-0156D. 
Owner: Brit–Herndon Square LLC, c/o Jeffrey Lee Conen. Applicant: Shannon West, 
Agent. Continued from March 20, 2019 public hearing. 
 

3. APPLICATION FOR A WALL OR WINDOW SIGN, ARB #19-15, to consider 
an application to install three (3) new illuminated business signs on exterior walls of 
the commercial building located at 330 Elden Street, Herndon, Virginia, and further 
identified as Fairfax County Tax Map #0171-03-0001A. Owner/Applicant: Herndon 
Center Phase V LP., c/o Sean Bordwell, A. J. Dwoskin & Associates.   

 
4. APPLICATION FOR ALTERATION TO A FREE-STANDING SIGN, ARB 

#19-16, to consider an application to construct a new canopy with new free-standing 
monument sign near an existing vehicle entrance to the office building site located at 
12901 Worldgate Drive, Herndon, Virginia, and further identified as Fairfax County 
Tax Map 0164-02-0028B. Owner: Worldgate Dulles, LLC. Applicant: Bob Biroonak.  

 
5. APPLICATION FOR ALTERATION TO A FREE-STANDING SIGN, ARB 

#19-17, to consider an application to construct a new canopy with new free-standing 
monument sign near an existing vehicle entrance to the office building site located at 
12825 Worldgate Drive, Herndon, Virginia, and further identified as Fairfax County 
Tax Map 0164-02-0024A. Owner: Worldgate Dulles, LLC. Applicant: Bob Biroonak.  

 
6. APPLICATION FOR A WALL OR WINDOW SIGN, ARB #19-18, to consider 

an application to install one (1) new non-illuminated business sign on an exterior wall 
of the commercial building located at 365 Herndon Parkway, Suite #18, Herndon, 
Virginia, and further identified as Fairfax County Tax Map #0171-06-E1. Owner: 365 
Partners, LLC.  Applicant: Kathy Bucher.   

 
 
 



7. APPLICATION FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION, ARB #19-19, to consider an 
application to construct new architectural metal perimeter fence on the commercial 
property located at 900 - 902 Alabama Drive, Herndon, Virginia, and further 
identified as Fairfax County Tax Map 0162-13010001B. Owner: Elden Corner Center, 
LLC c/o Sanjay Bajaj. Applicant: Yung Kim. 

 
  COMMENTS 
 
8. Comments from the Staff Members 
 
9. Comments from the Board Members 
 
 
 ADJOURNMENT 



 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Chairman Walker and Members of the Architectural Review Board  
 
From: Christopher J. Garcia, AICP, Community Design Planner/Deputy Zoning 

Administrator 
 
Date: March 29, 2019 
 
Subject: ARB #19-13, 505 Huntmar Park Drive Updates 

 

 
The applicant for the above referenced case, which was continued by the Architectural 
Review Board on March 20, 2019 at its public hearing, has not provided any updates to 
the Town’s staff in response to the Board’s comments and requests for information. The 
applicant was made aware of the Board’s concerns and was provided weblinks to the ARB 
Public Hearing webcast recording in order review all of the Board’s comments and 
concerns more thoroughly. 
 
Staff will continue working with the applicant to seek updates and/or resolution of this 
case between now and the April 17, 2019 Public Hearing and does not have any updated 
information or comments for the Board in advance of the April 3, 2019 ARB Work 
Session. 
 
Thank you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



STAFF REPORT  

Architectural Review Board 
March 29, 2019 

 

Case Number & Type: ARB #19-15; Wall Signs 
Case Summary:  Install new wall signs on existing commercial building 
Case Location: 330 Elden Street, Herndon Centre 
 

Location Map 
 

 
 
 
 
Property Information 

Owner / Applicant: 
Herndon Centre Phase V, LP / A.J. Dwoskin Associates 
c/o Sean Bordwell 

Representative: N/A 
Business/Organization: Café Rio 
Property Use: Freestanding commercial restaurant 
Zoning District: PD-B, Planned Development - Business 
Adjacent Zoning: North: RTC, Residential 

Townhouse Cluster 
 East: CS, Commercial 

Services 
 South: CS, Commercial 

Services/CO, Commercial 
Office 

 West: PD-B, Planned 
Development - Business 

Associated Cases: 
ARB #18-27; Café Rio Alterations to an Existing 
Structure 

Building Type(s): One-story commercial  
Date of 
Construction: 

2001 

 



Staff Report – ARB#19-15 
March 29, 2019 
 

Architectural Style(s): Post-modern, typical suburban commercial expression 

Exterior Material(s): 
Composite – Brick, glass storefront and windows, 
cementitious fiber board, steel trellises, tile details 

Neighborhood Design 
Profile: 

Existing commercial corridor 

 
Case Details 
Case Description:  

Of the three signs, one would be centered over these storefront windows on the south elevation, one 

over the entrance doors on the east elevation, and one over the entrance doors on the west elevation. 

 

Each sign is comprised of two lines, “Café Rio” and “Mexican Grill”. 

 

The ‘Café Rio’ lettering would be a maximum of 26” high and constructed of aluminum channel letters 

with black ¾” trim caps, black 5” returns and white translucent faces. The channel letters will be 

internally illuminated with white LED light strips that will face outwards and backwards for a halo 

effect. Each channel letter will have a 1” spacer between the channel letter backing and a 2” thick flush-

mounted aluminum backer panel painted red to match the business’ corporate colors.  

 

The “Mexican Grill” lettering will be 4 ½” in height and constructed of an aluminum 4” deep channel 

with black returns, red aluminum face with routed block letters, clear acrylic push-through letters 

painted white on the interior faces and internal LED light trips for illumination. The entire sign channel 

will be mounted directly to the 2” red aluminum backer panel. 

 

Each sign will cover 33.6 square feet of surface area on each of the three facades (Attachments# 1, 2, 

and 3). 

 
Case Background:  

This ARB case is a follow-on case related to ARB #18-27 which proposed alterations of the existing 
commercial structure to remove the existing roof, a recently updated mansard roof and soffit; as well 
as, redesign/rebuild the exterior walls to the same vertical plane as the existing brick veneer. The 
existing porticos with gabled roof forms over entrances will be removed and redesigned to a square 
form.  The locations of the proposed signs will require these alterations to be completed prior to signage 
installation.  
 
Applicable Design Guidelines & Standards:  

• Town Zoning Ordinance, Section, 78-140.6. - General standards for all signs 

• Town Zoning Ordinance Section 78-141.4. - Sign standards for commercial districts 

• Town Code of Ordinances, Section 58-96 Design criteria (Attachment 4) 
 
Staff Analysis  
1. The application proposes 33.6 square feet of signage on two side elevations and on the primary 

street elevation along Elden Street. Section 78-141.4. - Sign standards for commercial districts 

specifies that one (1) square foot of sign area for each linear foot of frontage is authorized in the PD-

B zoning district. The primary street facing façade, the south elevations is authorized approximately 



Staff Report – ARB#19-15 
March 29, 2019 
 

43.8 square feet of signage, the side elevations, the east and west elevations, are authorized 

approximately 79.5 square feet of signage, respectively. Thus, the proposed signage meets the 

location, size, and number standards of the referenced zoning ordinance section. 

 
2. The proposed signs meet the Town Zoning Ordinance, Section, 78-140.6. - General standards for all 

signs regarding, the sign types, design, placement, and illumination. 

 
3. The proposed signs comply with the applicable design criteria within the Town’s Architectural 

Control District as specified in Section 58-96 of the Town Code of Ordinances (Attachment# 4). 

 
Staff Recommendation: 
 
Motion 
Alternatives: 

1. Motion to deny the application; 
2. Motion to approve the application as submitted; 
3. Motion to approve with condition(s); or 
4. Motion to continue the public hearing to a date certain or the 

next ARB Public Hearing for action to address a specified 
design issue or concern of the Board. 

Recommended 
Motion: 

Motion for approval of ARB #19-02, in accordance with 
Alternative #3, with the following condition: 
 
1. The proposed signage shall be installed in substantial 

conformance with the application and supporting materials as 
submitted March 8, 2019. 
 

 
Report Attachments 
1. Aerial Image 
2. Applicant Letter 
3. Sign Elevation, Details and Product Information 
4. Town’s Code of Ordinances Division 4 - Standards, Sec. 58-96. (ARB) Design 

Criteria 
 
Staff Contact 

Name/Title: Christopher J. Garcia, Community Design Planner 

Phone/Email: (703)787.7380; christopher.garcia@herndon-va.gov  

 
 
 
 
  
______________________________      ____________________________ 
Christopher J. Garcia    Bryce A. Perry 
Community Design Planner   Deputy Director 
 
 
 



April 3, 20191 Case: ARB #19-15

S I T E  L O C A T I O N  – A E R I A L  
P H O T O

Imagery prepared by Town of Herndon 
Department of Community Development
Image source: Google Earth © 2018

ELDEN  STREET

HERNDON CENTER

330 ELDEN STREET

Attachment #1



Attachment #2 
 

Town of Herndon, 

 

There are three identical LED illuminated signs to be installed per the provided drawings and application 

that are 3’2”h x 10’1”w.  They are constructed from aluminum and acrylic per the provided material 

samples and the supplied drawings. 

 

 

Thank you. 

Frank Cavanagh, Applicant. 
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Attachment #4 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD STANDARDS FOR DESIGN REVIEW 
Taken from ARB Charter – Chapter 58 (Planning) of Herndon Town Code (2000)  

DIVISION 4. STANDARDS* __________ 

*Charter references:  Standards and purpose, § 7.4:1(c). __________

Sec. 58-96. Design criteria.  

The board of architectural review and, on appeal, the town council shall use the following standards 

and criteria in considering applications filed under this article:  

(1) Whether or not the proposed architectural design is suitable for a good suburban community

in terms of external architectural features, including signs subject to public view, general

design and arrangement, texture, color, line, mass, dimension, material and lighting.

(2) Whether or not the proposed structure, building or improvement is compatible with existing

well-designed structures, acceptable to the board, in the vicinity and in the town as a whole.

(3) Whether or not, and to what extent, the proposed structure, building or improvement would

promote the general welfare and protect the public health, safety and morals by tending to

maintain or augment the town's tax base as a whole, generating business activity, maintaining

and creating employment opportunity, preserving historical sites and structures and making

the town a more attractive and desirable place in which to live.

(4) Whether or not proposed freestanding buildings use the same or architecturally harmonious

materials, color, texture and treatment for all exterior walls; and in the case of partially

freestanding buildings, whether or not the same or architecturally harmonious materials,

color, texture and treatment are used on all portions of all exterior walls exposed to public

view.

(5) Whether or not the combination of architectural elements proposed for a structure, building

or improvement, in terms of design, line, mass, dimension, color, material, texture, lighting,

landscaping and roofline and height conform to accepted architectural principles for

permanent buildings as contrasted with engineering standards designed to satisfy safety

requirements only; and exhibit external characteristics of demonstrated architecture and

aesthetic durability.

(6) Whether or not, in terms of design, material, texture, color, lighting, landscaping, dimension,

line, mass or roof line and height, the proposed structure, building or improvement is designed

to serve primarily as an advertisement or commercial display, exhibits exterior characteristics

likely to deteriorate rapidly, would be of temporary or shortterm architectural or aesthetic

acceptability, would be plainly offensive to human sensibilities or would otherwise constitute

a reasonable foreseeable detriment to the community.

(Code 1992, § 4-16) 



STAFF REPORT  

Architectural Review Board 
March 29, 2019 

 

Case Number & Type: ARB #19-16; Freestanding Sign 
Case Summary:  Install freestanding monument sign on a commercial office 

site 
Case Location: 12901 Worldgate Drive, Worldgate Metro Plaza 
 

Location Map 
 

 
 

Property Information 
Owner / Applicant: Worldgate Dulles, LLC 
Representative: Bob Biroonak, Art Display, Co. 
Business/Organization: Moore & Associates 
Property Use: Multi-story commercial office  
Zoning District: PD-W, Planned Development - Worldgate 
Adjacent Zoning: North: PD-W, Planned 

Development - Worldgate 
 East: PD-TOC, Planned 

Development – Transit 
Oriented Core 

 South: VA Route 267 
Right-of-Way 

 West: PD-W, Planned 
Development – 
Worldgate 

Associated Cases: N/A 
Building Type(s): Multi-story steel framed 

with composite exterior 
materials 

Date of 
Construction: 2001 



Staff Report – ARB#19-16 
March 29, 2019 
 

Architectural Style(s): 
Post-modern, typical suburban commercial office 
expression 

Exterior Material(s): 
Composite – Glass curtain wall, glass storefront and 
windows, pre-cast concrete wall panels 

Neighborhood Design 
Profile: 

Existing planned mixed-use development area 

 
Case Details 
Case Description:  

The proposed monument sign would display the development name, tenant and address 
information for the commercial office property. It would be placed near the existing 
monument sign, which would be removed.  
 
The overall monument sign dimensions would be 8’ tall by 5’ wide by 1’-6” thick. The sign 
would be constructed of an aluminum cabinet. The aluminum base and cap would be 
painted Matthews paint Neptune Grey. Each side of the of the monument sign will have 
four (4) removable aluminum pan faces that will have routed lettering contain sign 
messages (development name, addresses, and tenant business names, as applicable) with 
lettering of various sizes finished with translucent white push-through acrylic letters 
painted one of three colors: a blue (Pantone 2727), a grey (Pantone 7540), and red 
(Pantone 485). 
 
Using appropriate method for calculating the sign area found in the Town’s Zoning 
Ordinance, the sign will cover 35.5 square feet of surface area (Attachments #1, 2, and 3). 
 
Case Background:  

This ARB case is part of a series of recent cases that the property owner has undertaken 
to improve the aesthetic quality and signage on the site and building. The projects have 
included new complementary refuse container enclosures on the site, entrance 
improvements and building tenant signage. 
 
Applicable Design Guidelines & Standards:  

• Town Zoning Ordinance, Section, 78-140.6. - General standards for all signs 

• Town Zoning Ordinance Section 78-141.5. - Sign standards for properties in the 
Worldgate District (PD-W) 

• Town Code of Ordinances, Section 58-96 Design criteria 
 

Staff Analysis  
1. The application proposes 35.5 square feet of signage on a monument sign to be placed 

along Worldgate Drive. Section 78-141.5. - Sign standards for properties in the 

Worldgate District (PD-W), Table 141.5(c) specifies that one monument sign with a 

maximum sign area 50 square feet with a maximum height of eight (8) feet is 

authorized in the PD-W zoning district. Thus, the proposed signage meets the location, 

size, and number standards of the referenced zoning ordinance section. 

 



Staff Report – ARB#19-16 
March 29, 2019 
 

2. The proposed signs meet the Town Zoning Ordinance, Section, 78-140.6. - General 

standards for all signs regarding, the sign types, design, placement, and illumination. 

 
3. The proposed sign generally complies with the applicable design criteria within the 

Town’s Architectural Control District as specified in Section 58-96 of the Town Code 

of Ordinances (Attachment #4). However, in this case, staff finds that the proposed 

design is not in keeping with the existing architecture of the associated office 

buildings. In previous cases for these office complex addresses, applicants have taken 

great care in designing new features and alterations that are complementary to the 

architecture and materials of the multi-story office buildings and adjacent parking 

garages. For example, both ARB #18-25 (12901 Worldgate Drive within this office 

complex) for a new refuse dumpster enclosure, and ARB #19-04 (12825 Worldgate 

Drive) for a new entrance canopy structure, used materials and designs consistent 

with the existing materials and architecture on the office buildings.  

 

The proposed sign design and materials do not relate to the primary buildings’ 

architecture. Staff finds that additional consideration of the form and design of the 

monument sign needs to be given for maintaining consistent design themes on the 

subject property. 

 

Staff Recommendation: 
 
Motion 
Alternatives: 

1. Motion to deny the application. 
2. Motion to approve the application as submitted. 
3. Motion to approve with condition(s). 
4. Motion to continue public hearing to a date certain or the next 

ARB Public Hearing for action to address a specified design 
issue or concern of the Board. 

Recommended 
Motion: 

Motion for continuance of ARB #19-16, in accordance with 
Alternative #4, to the May 15, 2019 ARB Public Hearing to allow 
the applicant to address with the following intent and 
requirements: 
 
1. Revise the submitted application and sign design to be 

complementary, in design, form, and materials, to the existing 
architecture of the office buildings on the subject property. 

 
 

Report Attachments 
1. Aerial Image 
2. Applicant Letter 
3. Sign Elevation, Details and Product Information 
4. Town’s Code of Ordinances Division 4 - Standards, Sec. 58-96. (ARB) Design 

Criteria 
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March 29, 2019 
 

Staff Contact 

Name/Title: Christopher J. Garcia, Community Design Planner 

Phone/Email: (703)787-7380; christopher.garcia@herndon-va.gov  

 
 
 
 
  
______________________________      ____________________________ 
Christopher J. Garcia    Bryce A. Perry 
Community Design Planner   Deputy Director 
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   Attachment #4 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD STANDARDS FOR DESIGN REVIEW  
Taken from ARB Charter – Chapter 58 (Planning) of Herndon Town Code (2000)  

 

DIVISION 4. STANDARDS* __________  
*Charter references:  Standards and purpose, § 7.4:1(c). __________ 

Sec. 58-96. Design criteria.  
The board of architectural review and, on appeal, the town council shall use the following standards 
and criteria in considering applications filed under this article:  

(1) Whether or not the proposed architectural design is suitable for a good suburban community 
in terms of external architectural features, including signs subject to public view, general 
design and arrangement, texture, color, line, mass, dimension, material and lighting. 

(2) Whether or not the proposed structure, building or improvement is compatible with existing 
well-designed structures, acceptable to the board, in the vicinity and in the town as a whole. 

(3) Whether or not, and to what extent, the proposed structure, building or improvement would 
promote the general welfare and protect the public health, safety and morals by tending to 
maintain or augment the town's tax base as a whole, generating business activity, maintaining 
and creating employment opportunity, preserving historical sites and structures and making 
the town a more attractive and desirable place in which to live. 

(4) Whether or not proposed freestanding buildings use the same or architecturally harmonious 
materials, color, texture and treatment for all exterior walls; and in the case of partially 
freestanding buildings, whether or not the same or architecturally harmonious materials, 
color, texture and treatment are used on all portions of all exterior walls exposed to public 
view. 

(5) Whether or not the combination of architectural elements proposed for a structure, building 
or improvement, in terms of design, line, mass, dimension, color, material, texture, lighting, 
landscaping and roofline and height conform to accepted architectural principles for 
permanent buildings as contrasted with engineering standards designed to satisfy safety 
requirements only; and exhibit external characteristics of demonstrated architecture and 
aesthetic durability. 

(6) Whether or not, in terms of design, material, texture, color, lighting, landscaping, dimension, 
line, mass or roof line and height, the proposed structure, building or improvement is designed 
to serve primarily as an advertisement or commercial display, exhibits exterior characteristics 
likely to deteriorate rapidly, would be of temporary or shortterm architectural or aesthetic 
acceptability, would be plainly offensive to human sensibilities or would otherwise constitute 
a reasonable foreseeable detriment to the community. 

(Code 1992, § 4-16)  



STAFF REPORT  

Architectural Review Board 
March 29, 2019 

 

Case Number & Type: ARB #19-17; Freestanding Sign 
Case Summary:  Install freestanding monument sign on a commercial office 

site 
Case Location: 12825 Worldgate Drive, Worldgate Metro Plaza 
 

Location Map 
 

 
 

Property Information 
Owner / Applicant: Worldgate Dulles, LLC 
Representative: Bob Biroonak, Art Display, Co.  
Business/Organization: Moore & Associates 
Property Use: Multi-story commercial office  
Zoning District: PD-W, Planned Development - Worldgate 
Adjacent Zoning: North: PD-W, Planned 

Development - Worldgate 
 East: PD-TOC, Planned 

Development – Transit 
Oriented Core 

 South: VA Route 267 
Right-of-Way 

 West: PD-W, Planned 
Development – 
Worldgate 

Associated Cases: N/A 
Building Type(s): Multi-story steel framed 

with composite exterior 
materials 

Date of 
Construction: 2001 
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Architectural Style(s): 
Post-modern, typical suburban commercial office 
expression 

Exterior Material(s): 
Composite – Glass curtain wall, glass storefront and 
windows, pre-cast concrete wall panels 

Neighborhood Design 
Profile: 

Existing planned mixed-use development area 

 
Case Details 
Case Description:  

The proposed monument sign would display the development name, tenant and address 

information for the commercial office property.  It would be placed near the existing 

monument sign, which would be removed.  

 

The overall monument sign dimensions would be 8’ tall by 5’ wide by 1’-6” thick. The sign 

would be constructed of an aluminum cabinet. The aluminum base and cap would be 

painted Matthews paint Neptune Grey. Each side of the of the monument sign will have 

four (4) removable aluminum pan faces that will have routed lettering contain sign 

messages (development name, addresses, and tenant business names, as applicable) with 

lettering of various sizes finished with translucent white push-through acrylic letters 

painted one of three colors: a blue (Pantone 2727), a grey (Pantone 7540), and red 

(Pantone 485). 

 

Using appropriate method for calculating the sign area found in the Town’s Zoning 

Ordinance, the sign will cover 35.5 square feet of surface area (Attachments #1, 2, and 3). 

 
Case Background:  

This ARB case is part of a series of recent cases that the property owner has undertaken 
to improve the aesthetic quality and signage on the site and building. The projects have 
included new complementary refuse container enclosures on the site, entrance 
improvements and building tenant signage. 
 
Applicable Design Guidelines & Standards:  

• Town Zoning Ordinance, Section, 78-140.6. - General standards for all signs 

• Town Zoning Ordinance Section 78-141.5. - Sign standards for properties in the 
Worldgate District (PD-W) 

• Town Code of Ordinances, Section 58-96 Design criteria 
 

Staff Analysis  
1. The application proposes 35.5 square feet of signage on a monument sign to be placed 

along Worldgate Drive. Section 78-141.5. - Sign standards for properties in the 

Worldgate District (PD-W), Table 141.5(c) specifies that one monument sign with a 

maximum sign area 50 square feet with a maximum height of eight (8) feet is 

authorized in the PD-W zoning district. Thus, the proposed signage meets the location, 

size, and number standards of the referenced zoning ordinance section. 
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2. The proposed signs meet the Town Zoning Ordinance, Section, 78-140.6. - General 

standards for all signs regarding, the sign types, design, placement, and illumination. 

 
3. The proposed sign generally complies with the applicable design criteria within the 

Town’s Architectural Control District as specified in Section 58-96 of the Town Code 

of Ordinances (Attachment #4). However, in this case, staff finds that the proposed 

design is not in keeping with the existing architecture of the associated office 

buildings. In previous cases for these office complex addresses, applicants have taken 

great care in designing new features and alterations that are complementary to the 

architecture and materials of the multi-story office buildings and adjacent parking 

garages. For example, both ARB #18-25 (for 12901 Worldgate Drive within this office 

complex for a new refuse dumpster enclosure( and ARB #19-04 (at this address for a 

new entrance canopy structure) used materials and designs consistent with the 

existing materials and architecture on the office buildings.  

 

The proposed sign design and materials do not relate to the primary buildings’ 

architecture. Staff finds that additional consideration of the form and design of the 

monument sign needs to be given for maintaining consistent design themes on the 

subject property. 

 

Staff Recommendation: 
 
Motion 
Alternatives: 

1. Motion to deny the application. 
2. Motion to approve the application as submitted. 
3. Motion to approve with condition(s). 
4. Motion to continue public hearing to a date certain or the 

next ARB Public Hearing for action to address a specified 
design issue or concern of the Board. 

Recommended 
Motion: 

Motion for continuance of ARB #19-17, in accordance with 
Alternative #4, to the May 15, 2019 ARB Public Hearing to allow 
the applicant to address with the following intent and 
requirements: 
 
1. Revise the submitted application and sign design to be 

complementary, in design, form, and materials, to the existing 
architecture of the office buildings on the subject property. 

 
 

Report Attachments 
1. Aerial Image 
2. Applicant Letter 
3. Sign Elevation, Details and Product Information 

4. 
Town’s Code of Ordinances Division 4 - Standards, Sec. 58-96. (ARB) Design 
Criteria 
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Staff Contact 

Name/Title: Christopher J. Garcia, Community Design Planner 

Phone/Email: (703)787-7380; christopher.garcia@herndon-va.gov  

 
 
 
 
  
______________________________      ____________________________ 
Christopher J. Garcia    Bryce A. Perry 
Community Design Planner   Deputy Director 
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Imagery prepared by Town of Herndon 
Department of Community Development
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ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD STANDARDS FOR DESIGN REVIEW  
Taken from ARB Charter – Chapter 58 (Planning) of Herndon Town Code (2000)  

 

DIVISION 4. STANDARDS* __________  
*Charter references:  Standards and purpose, § 7.4:1(c). __________ 

Sec. 58-96. Design criteria.  
The board of architectural review and, on appeal, the town council shall use the following standards 
and criteria in considering applications filed under this article:  

(1) Whether or not the proposed architectural design is suitable for a good suburban community 
in terms of external architectural features, including signs subject to public view, general 
design and arrangement, texture, color, line, mass, dimension, material and lighting. 

(2) Whether or not the proposed structure, building or improvement is compatible with existing 
well-designed structures, acceptable to the board, in the vicinity and in the town as a whole. 

(3) Whether or not, and to what extent, the proposed structure, building or improvement would 
promote the general welfare and protect the public health, safety and morals by tending to 
maintain or augment the town's tax base as a whole, generating business activity, maintaining 
and creating employment opportunity, preserving historical sites and structures and making 
the town a more attractive and desirable place in which to live. 

(4) Whether or not proposed freestanding buildings use the same or architecturally harmonious 
materials, color, texture and treatment for all exterior walls; and in the case of partially 
freestanding buildings, whether or not the same or architecturally harmonious materials, 
color, texture and treatment are used on all portions of all exterior walls exposed to public 
view. 

(5) Whether or not the combination of architectural elements proposed for a structure, building 
or improvement, in terms of design, line, mass, dimension, color, material, texture, lighting, 
landscaping and roofline and height conform to accepted architectural principles for 
permanent buildings as contrasted with engineering standards designed to satisfy safety 
requirements only; and exhibit external characteristics of demonstrated architecture and 
aesthetic durability. 

(6) Whether or not, in terms of design, material, texture, color, lighting, landscaping, dimension, 
line, mass or roof line and height, the proposed structure, building or improvement is designed 
to serve primarily as an advertisement or commercial display, exhibits exterior characteristics 
likely to deteriorate rapidly, would be of temporary or shortterm architectural or aesthetic 
acceptability, would be plainly offensive to human sensibilities or would otherwise constitute 
a reasonable foreseeable detriment to the community. 

(Code 1992, § 4-16)  



STAFF REPORT  

Architectural Review Board 
March 29, 2019 

 

Case Number & Type: ARB #19-18; Wall Sign 
Case Summary:  Install non-illuminated wall sign on a commercial building 
Case Location: 365 Herndon Parkway, Sugarland Industrial Park 
 

Location Map 
 

 
 
Property Information 
Owner / Applicant: 365 Partners LLC 
Representative: Kathy Bucher 
Business/Organization: 3D Imaging and Simulation Corporation - Americas 
Property Use: Single -story commercial office  
Zoning District: O & LI, Office and Light Industrial 
Adjacent Zoning: North: O & LI, Office 

and Light Industrial 
 East: O & LI, Office and 

Light Industrial 
 South: O & LI, Office 

and Light Industrial 
 West: O & LI, Office and 

Light Industrial 
Associated Cases: Not Applicable 
Building Type(s): Single-story steel framed 

with uniform exterior 
materials 

Date of 
Construction: 1984 

Architectural Style(s): Post-modern, vernacular typical suburban commercial 
office / light industrial business park expression 

Exterior Material(s): Composite – Brick masonry, Glass storefront and 
windows, parapet roof form 

Neighborhood Design 
Profile: 

Existing office and light industrial business park 

 

 

DOWNTOWN 

365 HERNDON 
PARKWAY 
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Case Details 
Case Description:  

The proposed wall sign would be installed on the exterior brick wall 0f the building facing 

Herndon Parkway. 

 

The overall wall sign dimensions will be 1’-10 1/4” tall X 7’-8” wide.  It would be constructed of 1” 

thick stainless-steel letters with 1” returns pin-mounted to the double soldier brick course(s) over 

the entrance of the tenant suite.  

 

Using an appropriate method of calculating the sign area found in the Town’s Zoning Ordinance, 

the sign will cover 14.22 square feet of surface area (Attachment #1, 2, and 3). 

 
Case Background:  

This ARB case is a typical scenario that is presented before the board related to periodic changes 
in business occupancy within this multi-tenant building. This property is subject to a Master Sign 
Plan, MSP #28 Sugarland II Business Park. This proposed sign does not comply with the sign 
lettering standards, placement standards or the sign background standards; however, this 
property has been subject to several ARB cases over the years for signage that does not meet the 
MSP design standards. Architectural Review Board Case #04-09 is a previous case which 
approved the preceding tenant sign for this tenant space, as one example. In this case, the 
proposed signage will be a reduction in the square footage of signage from the previous tenant 
sign to be removed. 
 
Applicable Design Guidelines & Standards:  

• Town Zoning Ordinance, Section, 78-140.6. - General standards for all signs 

• Town Zoning Ordinance Section 78-141.4. - Sign standards for commercial districts 

• Town Code of Ordinances, Section 58-96 Design criteria 
 

Staff Analysis  
1. The application proposes 14.22 square feet of signage for a new non-illuminated wall sign to 

be replace a previous tenant walls sign. Section 78-141.4. - Sign standards for commercial 

districts specifies that a maximum sign area of one (1) square foot of sign area per one (1) linear 

foot of frontage is authorized in the O & LI zoning district. The tenant of this space would be 

authorized 30 square feet of sign area based on measurement of the tenant space frontage. 

Thus, the proposed signage meets the location, size, and number standards of the referenced 

zoning ordinance section. 

 
2. The proposed signs meet the Town Zoning Ordinance, Section, 78-140.6. - General standards 

for all signs regarding, the sign types, design, placement, and illumination. 

 
3. The proposed sign generally complies with the applicable design criteria within the Town’s 

Architectural Control District as specified in Section 58-96 of the Town Code of Ordinances 

(Attachment #5). However, staff has identified design refinements that should be considered 

to improve the overall design for this proposal. The sign should be centered vertically on the 

fascia, either between the bottom and middle brick soldier courses or the top and middle brick 
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soldier courses to not obscure the limited architectural details of brick soldier course. This 

refinement would also be more in keeping with the design standards of the referenced Master 

Sign Plan. 

 

In addition, staff finds that the sign should be centered over the tenant space bay or centered 

vertically and horizontally over the window to be more in keeping with existing signage on the 

building and the referenced Master Sign Plan. 

 
Staff Recommendation: 
 
Motion 
Alternatives: 

1. Motion to deny the application; 
2. Motion to approve the application as submitted; 
3. Motion to approve with condition(s); or 
4.   Motion to continue the public hearing to a date certain or the   

next ARB Public Hearing for action to address a specified 
design issue or concern of the Board. 

Recommended 
Motion: 

Motion for approval of ARB #19-18, in accordance with 
Alternative #3, with the following conditions: 
 
1. The sign shall be centered vertically on the fascia either 

between the bottom and middle brick soldier courses or the 
top and middle brick soldier courses to not obscure the limited 
architectural details of brick soldier course. 

2. The sign shall be centered over the tenant space bay or  
centered vertically and horizontally over the window. 

3. The proposed signage shall be installed in substantial 
conformance with the application and supporting materials as 
submitted March 11, 2019. 
 

 

Report Attachments 
1. Aerial Image 
2. Applicant Letter 
3. Sign Elevation, Location, Details and Product Information 
4. Town’s Code of Ordinances Division 4 - Standards, Sec. 58-96. (ARB) Design 

Criteria 
 

Staff Contact 

Name/Title: Christopher J. Garcia, Community Design Planner 

Phone/Email: (703)787-8730; christopher.garcia@herndon-va.gov  

 
 
 
  
______________________________      ____________________________ 
Christopher J. Garcia    Bryce A. Perry 
Community Design Planner   Deputy Director 
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Exterior view front façade looking northeast 

Exterior view of southern façade looking east 

Existing sign to be replaced
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Exterior view of rear loading area 
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ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD STANDARDS FOR DESIGN REVIEW 
Taken from ARB Charter – Chapter 58 (Planning) of Herndon Town Code (2000)  

DIVISION 4. STANDARDS* __________ 
*Charter references:  Standards and purpose, § 7.4:1(c). __________

Sec. 58-96. Design criteria.  
The board of architectural review and, on appeal, the town council shall use the following standards 
and criteria in considering applications filed under this article:  

(1) Whether or not the proposed architectural design is suitable for a good suburban community
in terms of external architectural features, including signs subject to public view, general
design and arrangement, texture, color, line, mass, dimension, material and lighting.

(2) Whether or not the proposed structure, building or improvement is compatible with existing
well-designed structures, acceptable to the board, in the vicinity and in the town as a whole.

(3) Whether or not, and to what extent, the proposed structure, building or improvement would
promote the general welfare and protect the public health, safety and morals by tending to
maintain or augment the town's tax base as a whole, generating business activity, maintaining
and creating employment opportunity, preserving historical sites and structures and making
the town a more attractive and desirable place in which to live.

(4) Whether or not proposed freestanding buildings use the same or architecturally harmonious
materials, color, texture and treatment for all exterior walls; and in the case of partially
freestanding buildings, whether or not the same or architecturally harmonious materials,
color, texture and treatment are used on all portions of all exterior walls exposed to public
view.

(5) Whether or not the combination of architectural elements proposed for a structure, building
or improvement, in terms of design, line, mass, dimension, color, material, texture, lighting,
landscaping and roofline and height conform to accepted architectural principles for
permanent buildings as contrasted with engineering standards designed to satisfy safety
requirements only; and exhibit external characteristics of demonstrated architecture and
aesthetic durability.

(6) Whether or not, in terms of design, material, texture, color, lighting, landscaping, dimension,
line, mass or roof line and height, the proposed structure, building or improvement is designed
to serve primarily as an advertisement or commercial display, exhibits exterior characteristics
likely to deteriorate rapidly, would be of temporary or shortterm architectural or aesthetic
acceptability, would be plainly offensive to human sensibilities or would otherwise constitute
a reasonable foreseeable detriment to the community.

(Code 1992, § 4-16) 
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Architectural Review Board 
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Case Number & Type: ARB #19-19; New Construction 
Case Summary:  Install new section of perimeter fence 
Case Location: 900-902 Alabama Drive, Elden Corner Center 
 

Location Map 
 

 
 
Property Information 
Owner / Applicant: Elden Corner Center LLC c/o Sanjay Bajaj 
Representative: Yung Kim, Apex Solutions, LLC 
Business/Organization: N/A 
Property Use: Single -story commercial building 
Zoning District: PD-B, Planned Development - Business 
Adjacent Zoning: North: R-1o, Residential, 

Single Family 
 East: R-1o, Residential, 

Single Family 
 South: R-1o, Residential, 

Single Family 
 West: CS, Commercial 

Services 
Associated Cases: TP#R-16-29 / TP #R-17-13 
Building Type(s): Single-story steel framed 

with composite exterior 
materials 

Date of 
Construction: 

2018-
2019 

Architectural Style(s): Post-modern, typical modern suburban multi-use, 
multi-tenant commercial  

Exterior Material(s): Composite – Brick masonry, Glass storefront and 
windows, concrete masonry unit (CMU), gabled roof 
forms with asphalt shingles 

DOWNTOWN 

900-902 ALABAMA 
DRIVE 
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Neighborhood Design 
Profile: 

Redeveloped commercial site adjacent to single family 
residential uses, commercial uses and public 
institutional uses 

 
Case Details 
Case Description:  

The proposed metal fence will be 6 feet high and 131.7 linear feet in length and will be 

constructed of commercial grade steel 2.5” X 2.5” posts set in 30” of concrete, generally 

below grade, with three 1” X 1.5” stringers and ¾” X ¾” pickets. The application does not 

specify the color of the fence metal or if it is to be painted or powder coated a specific 

color. This new construction is being completed to comply with previous administrative 

site plan approvals noted (Attachments #1, 2, and 3). 

 
Case Background:  

This ARB case represents a condition of approval for site plan revisions TP#R-16-29 / TP 
#R-17-13. This required fencing is a functional requirement of mitigating adverse impacts 
of the PD-B zoning district to the adjacent single-family residential use to the east of the 
subject property through required landscaping (buffering) and installation of the fencing 
subject to this case. 
 
Applicable Design Guidelines & Standards:  

• Town Zoning Ordinance, Section, 78-50.5. - PD-B - Planned development 
business district 

• Town Zoning Ordinance Section 78-115. - Walls, fencing and hedge standards 

• Town Code of Ordinances, Section 58-96 Design criteria (Attachment #4) 
 

Staff Analysis  
1. The application proposes fencing to provide protection of surrounding residential 

areas from adverse impacts existing within the PD-B zoning district of this site and 

complies with the intent of fencing and screening requirements as stated in the Town’s 

Zoning Ordinance, Section, 78-50.5. - PD-B - Planned development business district. 

 
2. The proposed fence will meet the Town Zoning Ordinance Section 78-115. - Walls, 

fencing and hedge standards regarding, the fence materials, height, design, and 

placement. 

 
3. The proposed fence section will improve the site appearance and will generally comply 

with the applicable design criteria within the Town’s Architectural Control District as 

specified in Section 58-96 of the Town Code of Ordinances (Attachment #4). 

 

Staff Recommendation: 
 
Motion 
Alternatives: 

1. Motion to deny the application. 
2. Motion to approve the application as submitted. 
3. Motion to approve with condition(s). 
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4. Motion for continuance of the public hearing to a date certain 
or the next ARB Public Hearing for action to address a 
specified design issue or concern of the Board. 

Recommended 
Motion: 

Motion for approval of ARB #19-19, in accordance with 
Alternative #3, with the following condition: 
1. The proposed perimeter fence shall be installed in substantial 

conformance with the application and supporting materials as 
submitted March 04, 2019. 

 

Report Attachments 
1. Aerial Image 
2. Applicant Letter 
3. Sign Elevation, Location, Details and Product Information 
4. Town’s Code of Ordinances Division 4 - Standards, Sec. 58-96. (ARB) Design 

Criteria 
 
Staff Contact 

Name/Title: Christopher J. Garcia, Community Design Planner 

Phone/Email: (703)787.7380; christopher.garcia@herndon-va.gov  

 
 
 
 
  
______________________________      ____________________________ 
Christopher J. Garcia    Bryce A. Perry 
Community Design Planner   Deputy Director 
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Imagery prepared by Town of Herndon 
Department of Community Development
Image source: Google Earth © 2018
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571-969-2739     •      yungkim@apex-s.com
412 Old Dominion Ave., Herndon, VA 20170

March 4, 2019 

Mr. Pablo V. Novelo 
Development Program Planner 
Town of Herndon 

Re: Elden Corner Center, Propose Fence Detail ARB Approval 
Town Plan #TP-10-02 

Dear Mr. Novelo: 

Apex Solutions is submitting detail of the proposed fence and material for fence shown on the 
site plan along the south eastern property line.  Approval of ARB is required per the site plan. 

 If you have any questions, please call me at 571-969-2739 or e-mail at yungkim@apex-s.com. 

Sincerely, 

APEX SOLUTIONS, LLC 

Yung Chull Kim, P.E. 
Principal  

Attachment #2
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2' -3' EARTH BERM

REQUIRED SITE LANDSCAPE PLANTINGS:

BUSINESS USES:  REQUIRED 16 CANOPY TREES PLUS 10 EVERGREEN TREES PER ACRES

ONE SHURB PER 5 LF OF BUILDING

REQUIRED CANOPY TREES:  0.98 * 16 = 16 TREES

PROVIDED CANOPY TREES:  20

REQUIRED EVERGREEN TREES: 0.98 * 10 = 10 TREES

PROVIDED EVERGREEN TREES:  23

REQUIRED SHURB:  439 / 5 = 88

PROVIDED SHURB:  110
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NOTE:

ANY DISTRURBANCE INSIDE TREE PROTECTION AREAS, INCLUDING

GRADING, CLEARING, STORAGE OF MATERIALS, AND PARKING OR

TRANSPORTING OF VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT IS PROHIBITED.

IN KEEPING WITH MID-CENTURY STYLE OF THE BUILDING, PLANTERS

WILL BE INSTALLED ALONG ALABAMA DRIVE SIDE OF THE BUILDING TO

COMPENSATE FOR THE LACK OF THE REQUIRED LANDSCAPE STRIP.
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TREE PROTECTION FENCE INSTALLATION DETAIL

Attachment #3



Project: Eden Corner Center Scale:  N.T.S.9319 Mike Garcia Drive
Manassas, VA  20109
Phone: 571-379-5254
Fax: 571-379-5271 Style: 6’ high aluminum fence BY: 

Date: 





Attachment #4

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD STANDARDS FOR DESIGN REVIEW 
Taken from ARB Charter – Chapter 58 (Planning) of Herndon Town Code (2000) 

DIVISION 4. STANDARDS* __________ 

*Charter references:  Standards and purpose, § 7.4:1(c). __________

Sec. 58-96. Design criteria.  

The board of architectural review and, on appeal, the town council shall use the following standards 

and criteria in considering applications filed under this article:  

(1) Whether or not the proposed architectural design is suitable for a good suburban community

in terms of external architectural features, including signs subject to public view, general

design and arrangement, texture, color, line, mass, dimension, material and lighting.

(2) Whether or not the proposed structure, building or improvement is compatible with existing

well-designed structures, acceptable to the board, in the vicinity and in the town as a whole.

(3) Whether or not, and to what extent, the proposed structure, building or improvement would

promote the general welfare and protect the public health, safety and morals by tending to

maintain or augment the town's tax base as a whole, generating business activity, maintaining

and creating employment opportunity, preserving historical sites and structures and making

the town a more attractive and desirable place in which to live.

(4) Whether or not proposed freestanding buildings use the same or architecturally harmonious

materials, color, texture and treatment for all exterior walls; and in the case of partially

freestanding buildings, whether or not the same or architecturally harmonious materials,

color, texture and treatment are used on all portions of all exterior walls exposed to public

view.

(5) Whether or not the combination of architectural elements proposed for a structure, building

or improvement, in terms of design, line, mass, dimension, color, material, texture, lighting,

landscaping and roofline and height conform to accepted architectural principles for

permanent buildings as contrasted with engineering standards designed to satisfy safety

requirements only; and exhibit external characteristics of demonstrated architecture and

aesthetic durability.

(6) Whether or not, in terms of design, material, texture, color, lighting, landscaping, dimension,

line, mass or roof line and height, the proposed structure, building or improvement is designed

to serve primarily as an advertisement or commercial display, exhibits exterior characteristics

likely to deteriorate rapidly, would be of temporary or shortterm architectural or aesthetic

acceptability, would be plainly offensive to human sensibilities or would otherwise constitute

a reasonable foreseeable detriment to the community.

(Code 1992, § 4-16) 




